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Elaine Hsieh   
Dear All, 

I hope you had a wonderful break. Because Dr. Amy Johnson will be 
on maternity leave for the year 2012, I will serve as your interim 
graduate liaison for the period. 

In the few days I’ve been on the job, I realize that there is a lot of 
information that some of you would find helpful. I know that you would 
love the opportunities to apply for certain awards or attend specific 
workshops and conferences. 

Therefore, I have decided to create a newsletter to provide 
information that might be of interest to you. Much like the 
undergraduate program newsletter, I hope that this will create a place 
to exchange information, share our achievement, and celebrate our 
success. 

In Spring, 2012, I hope to continue our Research Forum headed by 
faculty members. This semester, we will have Dr. Pat Meirick, Dr. Claude 
Miller, and Dr. Jill Edy as our presenters. 

I also have included a variety of information for your review. In 
particular, I would like to direct your attention to several University 
awards for graduate students. If you are interested in applying for these 
awards, please let me know, I would be happy to coordinate any 
support and assistance. Note that some have tight deadlines, so hurry! 

Hope you have a wonderful start in Year 2012!!  
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Awards Applications  

• Eddie Carol Smith 
Scholarship 

• Wethington Graduate 
Fellowship 

• McNair Graduate 
Fellowship 

Workshop/Conferences  

• StoryNet Workshop in 
Amsterdam June 21-22, 
2012 

Elaine Hsieh, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor/Interim Graduate Liaison 

Email: ehsieh@ou.edu 



McNair Graduate Fellowship 

The Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program strives to increase the number of doctoral degrees 
awarded to students from low-income, first-generation and underrepresented groups.  The 
program pairs academically promising undergraduate scholars with graduate faculty mentors, 
who advise them as they develop, conduct and publicly present original research projects. 

The McNair Graduate Fellowship program encourages McNair Scholars who have successfully 
completed an undergraduate degree and who demonstrate high excellence to attend graduate 
school. 
 
The number of McNair Graduate Fellowships available for the 2012-2013 academic year has 
not been determined; however, we hope to be able to award up to three. Previously awarded 
McNair Fellowships will remain in effect. 
 

The Award 
The McNair Fellowship is a multi-year award based on the student’s degree program (master’s 
or doctoral).  Each award includes:   

• A $5000 stipend supplement for 4 years (doctoral students) 
• A $2,500 stipend supplement for 2 years (master’s students) 
• A 0.50 FTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 
• A full tuition waiver for the total number of hours required for the degree 
• A subsidy for the basic student health insurance plan 
• Continuation of the award is contingent upon the student making satisfactory 

progress towards the degree and the academic unit’s ongoing commitment to 
provide a 0.50 GTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for nomination an applicant must: 

• Hold a Qualified Graduate Assistantship  
• Successfully have completed an undergraduate McNair Scholars Program 
• Have at least a 3.50 admission grade point average 

Nomination Process 

Nomination materials should be submitted to the Graduate College, attention: Clarissa 
Dobrinski, by the application deadline (see below).  Nomination materials must include: 

• Nomination request, student and faculty performance contract, and letter of support 
from the academic unit chair (NOTE: the academic unit’s overall enrollment plan 



must be submitted to the Graduate College before the fellowship nomination will be 
consideration) 

• The applicant’s name 
• A copy of the application packet (include University, Graduate College, and 

department admission materials) 
• Verification of completion of an undergraduate McNair Scholars Program 
• Verification of assistantship 
• Letter of support from the chair of the academic unit 

Selection Process 

An ad hoc committee will review the nominations following the spring deadline and recommend 
recipient(s) to the Graduate Dean.   

Application Deadline February 1 and March 15 

(The number of McNair Graduate Fellowships available for the 2012-2013 academic year has 
not been determined; however, we hope to be able to award up to three.  Students nominated 
for the February 1 deadline will not be reconsidered for the March 15 deadline.) 

      

 



Wethington Graduate Fellowship 

The Wethington Graduate Fellowship is a four-year fellowship used to recruit outstanding 
doctoral students in the areas of business, engineering, history, mathematics, and natural 
science. Preference is given to students who have previously resided in Alfalfa, Garfield, Grant, 
or Woods counties in Oklahoma; however, if students from those counties are not available, 
other Oklahoma and non-Oklahoma students may be considered (including international).  

The Award 

The Wethington Fellowship is a multi-year award which includes:   

• A $5000 stipend supplement for 4 years  
• A 0.50 FTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 
• A full tuition waiver for the total number of hours required for the degree 
• A subsidy for the basic student health insurance plan 
• Continuation of the award is contingent upon the student making satisfactory 

progress towards the degree and the academic unit’s ongoing commitment to 
provide a 0.50 GTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for nomination an applicant must: 

• Be a new doctoral student in business, engineering, history, mathematics, or the 
natural sciences 

• Preferably reside in, or have previously resided in, Alfalfa, Garfield, Grant, or Woods 
Counties in Oklahoma 

• Hold a Qualified Graduate Assistantship in a GrEM academic unit on the Norman 
campus 

• Have at least a 3.50 admission grade point average 

Nomination Process 

Nomination materials should be submitted to the Graduate College, attention: Clarissa 
Dobrinski, by the application deadline (see below).  Nomination materials must include: 

• The applicant’s name 
• A copy of the application packet (include University, Graduate College, and 

department admission materials) 
• Verification of County of residence (if applicable) 
• Verification of assistantship 
• Letter of support from the chair of the academic unit 

Selection Process 



An ad hoc committee will review the nominations following the spring deadline and recommend 
recipient(s) to the Graduate Dean.   

Application Deadline February 1 and March 15 

(One award will be made after each deadline. Students nominated for the February 1 deadline 
will not be reconsidered for the March 15 deadline.) 

 



McNair Graduate Fellowship 

The Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program strives to increase the number of doctoral degrees 
awarded to students from low-income, first-generation and underrepresented groups.  The 
program pairs academically promising undergraduate scholars with graduate faculty mentors, 
who advise them as they develop, conduct and publicly present original research projects. 

The McNair Graduate Fellowship program encourages McNair Scholars who have successfully 
completed an undergraduate degree and who demonstrate high excellence to attend graduate 
school. 
 
The number of McNair Graduate Fellowships available for the 2012-2013 academic year has 
not been determined; however, we hope to be able to award up to three. Previously awarded 
McNair Fellowships will remain in effect. 
 

The Award 
The McNair Fellowship is a multi-year award based on the student’s degree program (master’s 
or doctoral).  Each award includes:   

• A $5000 stipend supplement for 4 years (doctoral students) 
• A $2,500 stipend supplement for 2 years (master’s students) 
• A 0.50 FTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 
• A full tuition waiver for the total number of hours required for the degree 
• A subsidy for the basic student health insurance plan 
• Continuation of the award is contingent upon the student making satisfactory 

progress towards the degree and the academic unit’s ongoing commitment to 
provide a 0.50 GTE Graduate Teaching or Research Assistantship 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for nomination an applicant must: 

• Hold a Qualified Graduate Assistantship  
• Successfully have completed an undergraduate McNair Scholars Program 
• Have at least a 3.50 admission grade point average 

Nomination Process 

Nomination materials should be submitted to the Graduate College, attention: Clarissa 
Dobrinski, by the application deadline (see below).  Nomination materials must include: 

• Nomination request, student and faculty performance contract, and letter of support 
from the academic unit chair (NOTE: the academic unit’s overall enrollment plan 



must be submitted to the Graduate College before the fellowship nomination will be 
consideration) 

• The applicant’s name 
• A copy of the application packet (include University, Graduate College, and 

department admission materials) 
• Verification of completion of an undergraduate McNair Scholars Program 
• Verification of assistantship 
• Letter of support from the chair of the academic unit 

Selection Process 

An ad hoc committee will review the nominations following the spring deadline and recommend 
recipient(s) to the Graduate Dean.   

Application Deadline February 1 and March 15 

(The number of McNair Graduate Fellowships available for the 2012-2013 academic year has 
not been determined; however, we hope to be able to award up to three.  Students nominated 
for the February 1 deadline will not be reconsidered for the March 15 deadline.) 

      

 



StoryNet and the Research Priority Area Communication of the Amsterdam School of 
Communication Research (ASCoR) are pleased to announce the workshop: 

 
Narratives and entertainment: The use of stories to make 

communication more entertaining and effective 
 

June 21-22, 2012, University of Amsterdam 
 
Narratives have the capacity to evoke strong emotions in viewers and readers. A dramatic 
story can make people fill up with tears, a thriller can keep viewers in suspense until the final 
moment of relief, and a comedy can make people laugh out loud. These emotions likely 
contribute to the effects of narratives. Narratives are interesting for recipients, catch their 
attention easily and weaken their resistance to messages in the narrative. That is why stories 
are increasingly used across a variety of communication types, such as news and education, 
making the information more entertaining and at the same time more effective. This process 
is called entertainization, or the inclusion of entertainment elements in information, education 
and advertising.  
 
A keynote speaker at the workshop is Melanie C. Green (University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill), who is an expert and pioneer in research on the effective use of narratives in 
persuasion and health communication.  
 
We invite abstracts for presentations addressing the topic of narratives and entertainment in 
a wide variety of contexts, such as (but not limited to) political communication, health 
communication and marketing. Questions that may be addressed are for instance: How do 
stories in news coverage contribute to its entertainment value? Which elements make a 
narrative with a health message effective? Which processes underlie the persuasiveness of 
narratives in advertising?  
 
We invite abstracts with a maximum of 200 words for presentations at the workshop. 
Abstracts can be submitted via email to Anneke de Graaf (a.m.degraaf@uva.nl).  
 
Deadline for submissions is February 15, 2012. 
 
 
Organizers: 
Dr. Anneke de Graaf 
University of Amsterdam 
Amsterdam School of Communication 
Research (ASCoR) 
Kloveniersburgwal 48 
1012 CX Amsterdam 
+31 (0) 20 525 4401 
a.m.degraaf@uva.nl 
 

Prof. Dr. Helena Bilandzic  
Augsburg University 
Department for Media and Educational 
Technology 
Universitätsstraße 10  
86159 Augsburg  
+49 (0) 821 598 5906  
helena.bilandzic@phil.uni-augsburg.de  
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