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Graduate Program Newsletter 
 

Department of Communication 
Fall, 2016; Counting down to 8/22, first day of class 
Elaine Hsieh, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and Graduate Liaison 
Email: ehsieh@ou.edu  
 

 

Hello, 

Hope you all had a fruitful and relaxing summer! It’s great 
being in school because a new semester provides you the 
opportunity to start anew. My new year resolutions always start 
in August!  

Set some goals for yourself. What would you like to accomplish 
in this coming year? A conference paper? A journal 
publication? Find a dream job? Figure out how you can 
accomplish them. Talk to your advisor/mentor. Talk to your 
peers. Set a timeline and stick to it. 

Don’t forget to live a life. Happy people make productive 
scholars. You are here because we believe that you’d do 
great in our program. We already believe in you. But, it’d take 
a happy, healthy you to accomplish this demanding program. 
Think about what keeps you happy and healthy? Maybe it’s 
to have a short run every day. Maybe it’s to have your 
personal time to do leisure reading. Maybe it’s to have time to 
hang out with your family and friends. Make sure you 
dedicate some time for these things to keep you energized.  

 
 

Welcome Back Sooners! 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 19 

10:30AM: CGSA meeting 

6PM: Picnic@ Train Depot; 
200 S. Jones. Ave 
 

Important 
Announcement 
FREE: 

• OU IT store offers FREE 
Microsoft Office and 
other software 
programs 

 

Graduate Liaison  

Regular Office Hours: 
M/Tu/Th 12:30-1:30PM 

And by appointment 

 

mailto:ehsieh@ou.edu
https://downloads.ou.edu/Account/LogOn
https://d.docs.live.net/cabd795da94c7438/Newsletter/itstore.ou.edu
https://d.docs.live.net/cabd795da94c7438/Newsletter/itstore.ou.edu
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Planning Ahead 

If you are planning to apply for jobs in 2016-2017: 

 Make sure you subscribe to CRTNET (http://lists1.cac.psu.edu/cgi-
bin/wa?SUBED1=crtnet&A=1) , which has an listserv of the latest 
jobs in communication 

 Sign up for NCA job board (https://www.natcom.org/findajob/) 
 You may also want to consider government jobs (e.g., FBI, NIH, or 

CDC). https://www.usajobs.gov/   
 Ask your advisor to review your CV. 
 Job ads for 2016-2017 will be available soon; make sure that 

you’ve made enough program progress (e.g., passing general 
exam and prospectus) to make yourself standout in the market. 

If you are planning to apply for jobs in 2017-2018: 

 Make sure you submit a manuscript for the annual conferences of 
ICA and NCA next year. Nothing advertise you better than a 
presentation in your area of expertise. 
ICA deadline: 11/1/2016 (San Diego, 25-29 May 2017) 
NCA deadline: late March (NCA is a must if you are in the job 
market) 

If you are planning to take your general exam this semester: 
The new General Exam Application for the Doctoral Degree is due to the 
Graduate College within the first two weeks of the semester in which the 
exam will be administered 

Master's Degree Deadlines 
  Fall 2016 

Final day to file Admission to Candidacy form 
in the Graduate College 

April 4 

Final day to file for graduation* September 15 
Final day to file Request for Authority for 
Thesis Defense in the Graduate College 

December 2 

Final day to complete master's non-thesis 
examination 

December 5 

Final day to hold thesis defense December 9 
Final day to deposit thesis in the library December 16 

Doctoral Degree Deadlines 
  Fall 2016 

Final day to file for graduation* September 15 
Final day to submit Request for Degree 
Check online 

November 9 

Final day to file Request for Authority for 
Dissertation Defense in the Graduate 
College 

November 23 

Final day to complete doctoral general 
examination 

December 9 

Final day to hold dissertation defense December 9 
Final day to deposit dissertation in the library December 16 

. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

NCA@ Philadelphia  

11/10-13, 2016 

 
NOTE:  

MA students’ Admission to 
Candidacy Form needs to 
be submitted one semester 
prior to your anticipated 
graduation date 

 

http://lists1.cac.psu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=crtnet&A=1
http://lists1.cac.psu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=crtnet&A=1
https://www.natcom.org/findajob/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
http://www.ou.edu/content/gradweb/academic_programs/doctoral_degree.html


   

Communication, University of Oklahoma  Page 3 of 4 
   

 

TO-DO LIST 

People 

 Visit your advisor (or first-year mentor) before s/he forgets your name! 

School 

 If your native language is not English, you may want to take English Assessment Tests to 
improve your chances of obtaining teaching assistantship in future semesters 
(http://www.ou.edu/gradweb/eap) 

 Get your books ready for Fall, 2016. 
 Make sure the dates for the departmental events are marked on your calendar. 

Survival skills 

 Load at least $10 on your sooner ID card so that you can buy “emergency” food at the 
Vending machines at the Burton Hall even if you do not have cash with you. 
(http://www.ou.edu/onecard/ ) 

 Get a happy mug (for coffee/tea/water) that keeps you awake when studying all night. 
 Get a football ticket so that you attend at least one OU game. 
 Check out the Huston Huffman Center. 

You can use the gym for free. If you are interested in participating in group fitness 
class, they often offer deep discount for group fitness classes at the beginning of a 
semester. (generally around $35 per semester, and you are free to take as many 
fitness/water aerobics classes as you want. http://www.ou.edu/far/hours.html ) Ask around, 
some of your fellow students have been going to fitness classes together! 

Technology 

 Join the OU CGSA Facebook group. It is the fastest channel I can share information with you 
without clogging up your emails. 

 Add OU Daily, an OU student paper, to your web browsers. http://oudaily.com/  
 Download free software programs from OU IT Store. 

OU IT is now offering Microsoft Office and the Microsoft Windows Ultimate upgrade available to students 
COMPLETELY FREE. Download at downloads.ou.edu. 

While you are at it, also download EndNote (bibliography management tool), Sophos Endpoint (security software) 
from https://itstore.ou.edu  

  

http://www.ou.edu/gradweb/eap
http://www.ou.edu/onecard/
http://www.ou.edu/far/hours.html
http://oudaily.com/
https://downloads.ou.edu/Account/LogOn
https://itstore.ou.edu/


   

Communication, University of Oklahoma  Page 4 of 4 
   

 

Food for Thought 

Adjusting to the Identity of a Graduate Student in the Current Market 
• Surviving Grad School https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2014/02/17/essay-seven-steps-

surviving-grad-school  
• 12 Tips for Surviving and Thriving in Grad School http://psychcentral.com/lib/12-tips-for-surviving-

and-thriving-in-grad-school/  
• Why Do So Many Graduate Students Quit? 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/07/why-do-so-many-graduate-students-
quit/490094/  

The Changing Higher Education 
• Campus Employment Stagnates https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/26/number-

college-faculty-and-staff-members-flattens  
• Losing Focus: The Annual Report on the Economic Status of the Profession, 2013-14 

https://www.aaup.org/reports-publications/2013-14salarysurvey  
• The Employment Status of Instructional Staff Members in Higher Education, Fall 2011 

https://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/files/AAUP-InstrStaff2011-April2014.pdf  

Academic Positions: Tenure-Track 
• From PhD to Professor: Advice for Landing Your First Academic Position 

https://www.themuse.com/advice/from-phd-to-professor-advice-for-landing-your-first-academic-
position  

• The Truth About Tenure in Higher Education http://www.nea.org/home/33067.htm  

Adjunct Faculty Members 
• Who Are the Part-Time Faculty? https://www.aaup.org/article/who-are-part-time-

faculty#.V4zMIjb6uUk  
• The Adjunct Revolt: How Poor Professors Are Fighting Back 

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/04/the-adjunct-professor-crisis/361336/   
o Adjuncts now constitute 76.4 percent of U.S. faculty across all institutional types 

• Overuse and Abuse of Adjunct Faculty Members Threaten Core Academic Values 
http://chronicle.com/article/OveruseAbuse-of-Adjuncts/143951/  

• 9 Reasons Why Being An Adjunct Faculty Member Is Terrible 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/11/adjunct-faculty_n_4255139.html  

Other Opportunities 
• So Many Research Scientists, So Few Openings as Professors 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/14/upshot/so-many-research-scientists-so-few-openings-as-
professors.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=1  

o [Doctoral students] are trained to be academics and are often led to believe that 
anything else is an admission of failure. 

o The lure of a tenured job in academia is great — it means a secure, prestigious 
position directing a lab that does cutting-edge experiments, often carried out by 
underlings. Yet although many yearn for such jobs, fewer than half of those who earn 
science or engineering doctorates end up in the sort of academic positions that 
directly use what they were trained for. 

o Others, ending up in industry, business or other professions, do interesting work and 
earn lucrative salaries and can contribute enormously to society. But by the time 
many give up on academia — four to six years or more for a Ph.D., a decade or 
more as a postdoc, they are edging toward middle age, having spent their youth in 
temporary low-paying positions getting highly specialized training they do not need. 

 

https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2014/02/17/essay-seven-steps-surviving-grad-school
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2014/02/17/essay-seven-steps-surviving-grad-school
http://psychcentral.com/lib/12-tips-for-surviving-and-thriving-in-grad-school/
http://psychcentral.com/lib/12-tips-for-surviving-and-thriving-in-grad-school/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/07/why-do-so-many-graduate-students-quit/490094/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/07/why-do-so-many-graduate-students-quit/490094/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/26/number-college-faculty-and-staff-members-flattens
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/26/number-college-faculty-and-staff-members-flattens
https://www.aaup.org/reports-publications/2013-14salarysurvey
https://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/files/AAUP-InstrStaff2011-April2014.pdf
https://www.themuse.com/advice/from-phd-to-professor-advice-for-landing-your-first-academic-position
https://www.themuse.com/advice/from-phd-to-professor-advice-for-landing-your-first-academic-position
http://www.nea.org/home/33067.htm
https://www.aaup.org/article/who-are-part-time-faculty#.V4zMIjb6uUk
https://www.aaup.org/article/who-are-part-time-faculty#.V4zMIjb6uUk
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/04/the-adjunct-professor-crisis/361336/
http://chronicle.com/article/OveruseAbuse-of-Adjuncts/143951/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/11/adjunct-faculty_n_4255139.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/14/upshot/so-many-research-scientists-so-few-openings-as-professors.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/14/upshot/so-many-research-scientists-so-few-openings-as-professors.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=1
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