
Graduate Student Dissertation Grants  
 
This program is designed to promote and support dissertation research for graduate students 
within the Department of Communication. This program will begin in the 2011-2012 academic 
year and then be evaluated for continuation after three years.  
 
Graduate students who have had their dissertation proposals approved are eligible to apply for a 
dissertation grant up to $1000 to assist in conducting their research. The funding must relate 
directly to data collection or analysis for the dissertation. The expenses can include costs of 
travel needed to collect data, software or equipment needed to conduct the research, and costs 
associated with data collection, entry, transcription, or analysis.  The grant cannot be used to 
cover costs associated with attendance at conferences or costs of printing copies of the 
dissertation.  
 
Each semester $3000 will be allocated toward these dissertation grants.  If the entire amount has 
not been awarded during a semester, the balance will carry forward to the next semester. 
 
Funding for each semester will be divided among the eligible applicants during that semester. 
When requests exceed available funds, applicants will receive equal amounts or their full 
request, whichever is the smaller amount.   
 
Each student may only receive funding during one semester in the program.  Students who 
receive the dissertation grant will be reimbursed for documented expenses up to the amount 
awarded.  Eligible expenses may have been incurred either before or after the grant is awarded. 
In the event that the student has not requested reimbursement after one year, the funding will be 
forfeited.    
 
To apply, the student must submit three documents to the Department Chair: 
 
1. A letter requesting the funding including a 1-2 paragraph description of the study 
3. A detailed budget for expected expenses. 
4. A brief letter from the advisor indicating that the proposal has been approved. 
 
Application deadline is the last day of classes each semester. 
Award announcements will be made by the last day of finals. 
 
This funding is awarded independently from any dissertation proposal award. 
 
This program will initially last for three years and then be evaluated for continuation at that time. 


